
Celebrating 50 years of Peace Corps volunteerism 

T
he ""are Corps is relcbraH", 
illi 50th anni,,,,slny this year> 
and tile agency. create<:! _tthe 
heiglll of\lle Cold War by Presl
demJohn F. Kennedy. contin

ues 10 thrive. 
More than 2lXI.00l volunteers rul\1! 

served theircountzy by wortc:ing with mil· 
lioll!! around the worid. Oftbese, more 
than UIO "''''e eome /'rom UCSB. ",nking 
tumor;:: the lOp 15 universities in the 
nation for all·time number orPeaee Corp!l 
""'untee ... 

In part beeauseofSanta Barbar:"$ ,ig. 
ninc.""" to the Peace Corps missiOrl. 
PeaeeCo,"", Director Aaron S. Will ,.ms 
and National PeareCorps AMocialion 
J>re.siden\ Kevin Quigley will d;"'uss''!'he 
Future ofl"tern"tiona] Servi",," today al 
UCSB Campbell Hall at 3 P,n\. 

ll>e "urld has changed dramalioaUy 
since 1961. ll>e Peate Corps, e\'OI'ing in 
reslX>'ISe. 1\11$ maintained its rei","''''''' 
"'hile rem. i ni nglnle to the aj/er.ci5 , 

TIle rela/iollS/lips SOIVfI by past, present and filtllre volrmleers will 
help to bridgec/msms ofmisllllderstandillg and distmst as the Vnitcd 

SImes seeks 10 reach COIISl!tlSUSOIl /I1fmyojli1e nearly illtme/able 
iSSlle5 facing humankind ow,. the It ext century. 

foundi", prinri~ helping the people 01 
In\eresied countries. I>clp;ng 10 promote a 
better understanding 01 Americans. and 
helping 10 promote a beller unde,.,;tand· 
ing ofOlher peoples. 

Though the end of the Cold War left the 
Soviet Unio>n on the ash heap ofhislory 
ar.d the Iron Cur'\ain dividing io:ast from 
west ""me erashlngdowIl IICarly two 
deeades ago, il i$ more crilleal \han e>-eJ' 
befOre in our I>DI*9Ill world for Ameli· 
Carn; 1O<1llth"te relationship" "'ilh pe0-

ple beyond OUr OWn bonier.< 
Peace Corpo; WlIuntce,.,; play • cruri at 

ihougtJ largely unhel'lllded. role in I\meri· 
ea', foreign ilk)', There ~re<1llTentb' 

8,655 ",luutcers. a 4O-year high, .erving in 
77 countries. They "wi< side byti<:\e with 
triballe:.der&,gtI\-ernment oIndaLs and 
leaebert from BoLswaruo 10 Hulgaria 10 
share 1hcir expertise "'hi Ie d \spell ill3 st& 
reoIyJx>s aboullhe United Stales buitl by 
reality sho",., M'lV and blockbuster fIIOVo 
;~ 

The relationships $OWJl~' pasl present 
and future voIuntce,.,; will help to bridge 
ch8$mS ofmiSUMelSlandill3 and diSlnlSl 
as the United States seeks 10 reach """. 
sensus 0/1 manyofthe nearly inlnet;tble 
issues f""ing humankloo ~r the neJ(\ 
century, 

These ,'Olu "leers. incaJeu l.blv enriched 
" 

bylbeir tv.'O yea,.,; abroad. return home 10 
in\'CSl In lbei,o", ... eommunilla 

M,I' own lime In the Peace Corp$, teach
ing English and Ameriea" history in the 
R..,..iaD provinre oICllUvashia from 2OC(I 
10 2002. stimulated my..,.l for cdllCation, 
unde~rved populations aoo nonprofit 
WOl'1I "'hile broadening and s/ulping my 
pompeeU\-e or the ",'OrId, my eomm" ni ty 
and m,yself. 

I grew up in Kettleman City. a tiny 
farming \own in the middle oIthe San 
Joaquin Valley. alld, so far as my p.oreOlll 
fell my leaving IbrChu\'ashia may as well 
h;n-e been le"';118 for Namia. 
U truly "'all a lon8",ay from Kettleman 
City 10 Cheboksary (thee.pilOl orCIn,' 
, .... hia). but lleamed \hal Americans and 
RlISSians, despite de<'adtli of Cold War 
pl'll\l<Wlnda IOtheoontral}', wanted 
essential!)' \he $lime things: a good eduea· 
tion, meaningful work. and Iosee our chi!-

I 



Peace Corps plays key role 
in America's foreign policy 

_JUAREZ 
C<lI\IirIu.td ftom """" G I 

dren grow up in 8 world free offear. 
T eachino: a1 Chebol<:\aJy School M 

demanded disci pi;"", resoun:<!f'lll· 
ooss and lhedevelopmentofstrate
&ic pal'lnCl'lIhips. The struggle \0 
maxlmit.e limited resourocs and 
\.werage e> 'eJl' dollar (or noble) to 
elTertl",,1y p ....... ide a public good and 
serve a diverse ""mmunll¥ "'U, 

mt'ntially.1be ame chalJense I cur
renUycneounter as \he ....,.,iate 
directorofa local nonll/"Oflt thai pr0-
vides preschool to bomeleso and at· 
risk children here in Santa Rarban. 

TheopportUnities afforOOd to me 
by the PMee eo.". are, bov.'l\'er. 
denied to thousandsofpotentiaJ Il0l· 
unteen. Only one in three applicants 
becomes a l'I':ace Corps volunteer; 
c""h ~artllere are thousands more 
Americans \JIlIn there are " .. ilable 
posilioll$. 

Unfortunately. the p,.".,., Corp$ 
will undoubtedJybe targeted by 
tbo6e seekingtocul federal speooillO! 
In this period ofbudgelarySlress. 

Ourclected represenl8ti,'eIi 
should be reminded no! onJ,\l Of the 
critical worl< the "i"""Y performs , 

F.Y.I. 
Peace Corps Director Aaron S. 
Wdliam. and KevIn QuIgley. 
president o! the Nat""'" Peace 
Corps AuOOation, will ~ in 
celebtalion 01 the 50th aMiversaty 
01 the Peace Corps today at 3 p.m. 
a\ UCSB Cam~ Hall. The """"11. 
1_ to t"" p<JbIic. 

around the world bIItill50 that il 
OPerates. relati''elys.,eakJng, Oft • 
shoestring. The current toIal budget 
forthe ""_Corps is 1 pen:ento( 
!be fureign aid budget ,,'~iclL in 
tum,;s ] pe""'nI o(the"""rnU roo
ernl bIId,get The entire ag,,1ICY. rom
prising lho\I$ands or oom In is\r.lton 
and ,'Olun\ee1'$, rosts thi$ "'Iion lit· 
lie more \han uin.gle f·22!lgh1Cr 

'" tllcre is. ofrourse. no argumenl 
that thi. I13tioo rnqu;res iI. modem. 
weU-equipped military. HOW<!\"" 
the innumernl)le pom<:>n-IO-persoo 
relationshiPii fo/;tered around the 
world bylhe p..,,,,,,, Co<ps make i1 
more likely thai words, and not 
"".pOIIS, will so]o.'1!ourdilfere!lrel! 
;nlhef'ul>lre. 

• " , 


	Santa Barbara News-Press Article1
	Santa Barbara News-Press Article2

