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STANDARD SECTOR 
INDICATOR CODE: 

ENV-034 

Household Solid Waste Management:  Number of households, out of the total number of 
households the Volunteer/partner worked with, that began handling their solid waste in a 
more sanitary and environmentally-friendly way.  (ENV-034) 

 
ENVIRONMENT SECTOR 

Sector Schematic Alignment 

 Project Area: Natural Resource Planning and Management 

 Project Activity Area/Training Package: Solid Waste Management/Recycling 

Type: Outcome Unit of Measure: Households 
 

Disaggregation:  

Gendered Household type: Adult 
Female no Adult Male (FNM), Adult 
Male no Adult Female (MNF), Male 
and Female Adults (M&F), Child No 
Adults (CNA) 

Definitions: 

Sanitary solid waste management practices: Improved control of  rats, flies, livestock, and wild and feral animals 
 
Environmentally-friendly solid waste management practices: following the practice of reducing use of non-recyclable 
waste materials; reducing litter; recycling materials such as glass, aluminum, paper, and plastic; composting food and 
animal waste; reducing burning of waste materials 
 
Began handling: Regular habit of following sanitary and environmentally friendly  household solid waste management 
practices 
 
Partner/s—refers to the local counterpart who is co-facilitating solid waste management activities with the Volunteer 

Rationale:  An increase in the number of households that have begun handling their waste in a more sanitary and 
environmentally-friendly way contributes to healthier and more pleasant home and community environments, improved 
air and water quality, and fewer human-caused hazards encountered by humans and other wildlife. 

Measurement Notes: 

1. Sample Tools and/or Possible Methods (for Peace Corps staff use):   Volunteers should use a log form to 
measure waste handling practices over a sufficient period of time to demonstrate that the practice has begun in 
earnest.  Be sure to check the intranet page as sample tools are regularly uploaded for post use. Once a tool has 
been developed, post staff should have a few Volunteers and their partners pilot it, and then distribute and train 
Volunteers on its use.   
 

2. General Data Collection for Volunteer Activities:  None  
 

3. Activity-Level Baseline Data Collection:  Activity-level baseline data should be collected by Volunteers/partners 
before or at the start of their activities with a household or group of households. It provides a basis for planning 
and/or assessing subsequent progress or impact with these same people.   Determine whether or not a 
household in question has developed sanitary/environmentally-friendly solid waste management practices 
before working with the Volunteer) early in their work focused on sanitary and environmentally-focused solid 
waste handling practices.  If a household is already regularly practicing the activity, it would not be included in 
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the group of households being measured.   
 

4. Frequency of Measurement: For reporting accurately on this outcome indicator, Volunteers must have a method 
for assessing whether handling solid waste management is occurring on a regular basis over a sufficient period fo 
time to be considered “begun” in earnest.  The log form used would be conducted as a baseline, and at each 
reporting period or once per year, depending on instructions form post staff. 
 

5. Definition of Change:  The minimum change to report against this indicator is a household handling solid waste 
in a more sanitary or environmentally-friendly way, as compared to what was measured initially at baseline.  In 
the case of this indicator, if the household the Volunteer/partner works with already utilized recycling before 
beginning to work with the Volunteer/partner, then the Volunteer would not be able to count it for this activity 
because the Volunteer’s work did not actually lead to the desired change. However, if as a result of working with 
the Volunteer/partner, the household decided to begin composting solid waste for gardening, that would count 
because the Volunteer’s work influenced the implementation of a new solid waste management practice. 

 
6. General Reporting in the VRF:  The “number achieved” (or numerator) that Volunteers will report against for this 

indicator in their VRFs is the number of households who began handling solid waste in a more sanitary or 
environmentally-friendly way after working with the Volunteer/partner.  The “total number” (or denominator) 
that Volunteers will report on for this indicator in their VRFs is the total number of households who participated 
in the activities designed to meet this indicator. 
 

7. Reporting on Disaggregated Data in the VRF:  This indicator is disaggregated by “Gendered Household type”.  
When reporting in the VRF, a Volunteer should disaggregate the households who achieved the outcome based 
on Adult Female no Adult Male, Adult Male no Adult Female, Male and Female Adults, and Child no Adults. 

Data Quality Assessments (DQA):  DQAs are needed for each indicator selected to align with the project objectives. 
 DQAs review the validity, integrity, precision, reliability, and timeliness of each indicator. For more information, consult 
the Peace Corps MRE toolkit.  

Alignment with Summary Indicator: ENV. NAT. RES. MGMT (HOUSEHOLDS) 


