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1.  US-China Friendship Volunteers 

This year Peace Corps is celebrating 25 years of the US-China Friendship Volunteer program.  In August 2018, Peace Corps Director Dr.
Jody Olsen came to Chengdu to launch the anniversary celebration and to swear in the 24th group of volunteers. Dr. Olsen spoke to the 
new volunteers, faculty from 60 universities, and provincial education department officials from Sichuan, Guizhou, Chongqing and 
DŀƴǎǳΦ {ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά!ǘ ƛǘǎ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΣ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǾƛŜǿǎΣ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǊƛŎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ǿŀƭǳes,and 
shared aspirations of the American and Chinese peoples.  We could not be prouder of our shared legacy, or more grateful for your
ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ-long celebration will culminate with the swearing in of the 25th group of volunteers in August 
2019.   

The United States-China Friendship Volunteers program was launched in June 1993 with the arrival of 18 American Peace Corps 
Volunteers to teach English at universities in Sichuan province, including Chongqing municipality. In 1999 and 2000 the program 
expanded to Guizhouand Gansu provinces. 1391 Volunteers have completed their two-year assignments at more than 140 
universities, colleges, and technical schools. The Volunteers have taught hundreds of thousands of students and teachers and made 
long-lasting friendships.

The United States Peace Corps works in cooperation with the China Education Association for International Exchange to plan and 
implement the program. From its office at Sichuan University in Chengdu,  Peace Corps works with the provincial departments of 
education and the counterpart universities to assign and support qualified and well-trained volunteers to teach English to 
undergraduate and graduate students. 

The three goals of Peace Corps are to meet the need for trained Chinese teachers of English, help Chinese students and teachers 
better understand diverse American cultures, and for American Volunteers to learn Chinese language and culture to share with others 
when they return home. In this way, the Volunteers promote the mission of world peace and friendship. In 2018 there were 137 
Volunteers teaching in 85 universities and colleges.
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2. U.S.-China Friendship Program 

Peace Corps Volunteers are typically assigned to the department of foreign languages at their 
school and work full-time side-by-side with their Chinese colleagues. They teach reading, 
writing, listening and oral English to majors and non-majors of English. They also teach English 
literature and Western culture.  

Outside the classroom, Volunteers collaborate with teachers and students to organize English 
clubs, drama and speech clubs, sporting clubs, and cultural events.  They often coach students 
in writing, speech, and debate competitions and many students have won provincial and 
national awards.

Volunteers also collaborate with their university counterparts to benefit other interests of 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǎ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
leadership skill building, environmental awareness, physical fitness, and volunteerism. 
{ŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 
strengthen cross-cultural understanding. 

Volunteers live with local host families during their initial ten-week training in Chengdu. 
Afterward they are assigned to their universities. Volunteers make many friends in their 
communities.  These relationships form strong bonds of mutual understanding and friendship 
that last a lifetime. 

HomeNext ChapterNext PagePrevious PagePrevious Chapter



2. Ҭ

⌠ ҍҬ Ԋױ ῃ ᵬȂױז Ғ
ҙ Ғҙ Ώ ̆Ӟ Ȃ

̆ ҍҬ ѿױ Ḵӏ ȁ ▲ҍ Ḵӏ ȁ ꜚḴӏ ̆
ץ ꜚȂױז ⱴ Ώᵬȁ ̆ᶏ ԅ

Ȃ

ᵬ ѿ ҹ ῒ ꜚ ⱬ Ȃ ֓ ꜚ
ⱬ ȁ Ḡ Ῑȁẫ ץ ⱵȂ ꜚ ԅҹ Ⱶ ᶏ ̆ ԅ

.        

↨⌠ ∆ ̆ ᵟ Ȃ ̆ ֜
Ȃ ֓ ԍ ԑ ӄ Ȃ

HomeNext ChapterNext PagePrevious PagePrevious Chapter



3. Volunteer Stories 

Sichuan: Hilary Clifford & Sam Blobaum, Mianyang¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ 

We consider ourselves lucky to be placed at a U.S.-China Friendship Volunteers site which has had volunteers since the very 
beginningτнр ȅŜŀǊǎΦ Lƴ ƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎŜƳŜǎǘŜǊΣ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ŀ ƭŜƎŀŎȅ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ .ƻƻƪŜƴŘΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƴ 9ƴƎƭish club 
we hold daily for students both in and outside of the English department. 

At first, taking on a daily club was overwhelming. We began holding Bookend meetings before we even began classesτjust days after 
we moved to Mianyang. We look back at photos from those first days and laugh with recognition at the freshmen in their military 
ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳǎΦ ²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘ ǘƘŜƴΣ ōǳǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƻǳǊ ŎƭƻǎŜǎǘ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ŀǘ ǎƛǘŜΦ hǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ the
.ƻƻƪŜƴŘΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŀǊōŜŎǳŜŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƳǇƭŜǎΣ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōƻǘƘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎΣ ŀnd of 
course, cooked and eaten many, many meals. There may be time when language fails, but we've found that food never does!

By October, we would often have days with over 80 students crammed in the Bookend for a spelling bee, a twist on 20 questions, or a
heated debate about science and technology. Holding an English club every day requires a lot of creativity; we had to come upwith a 
ǿƛŘŜ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΣ ŘŜōates, 
songs, conversations, crafts, and more. 

The results have made themselves clear in our students who have provided us with some of the highest highs that any teacherτand 
any Education Volunteerτƪƴƻǿǎ ǎƻ ǿŜƭƭΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƳŀƴƛŦŜǎǘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ 
confidence, and a positive trend in student grades. Students who in September had come to us at office hours (sometimes in tears) to 
discuss their English level have blossomed, winning speaking and skit competitions and bringing others to Bookend to share inthe fun. 
Going forward, we hope to empower the Bookend volunteers to revive the dormant English student newspaper, helping them hone 
not just their spoken English, but their professional writing as well.

We definitely look forward to continuing this project over the next three semesters and are proud to write our chapter of the U.S.-
China Friendship Volunteers legacy at Mianyang¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΦ
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Guizhou: Zoe Novak & Austin DiCola, GuizhouUniversity

LǘΩǎ a Wonderful Life Drama Club was founded 10 years ago in 2008 by the China 13 Peace Corps Volunteers serving at Guizhou
University in Guiyang. Since then, the club has produced fourteen shows, participated in national Shakespeare competitions, and 
mentored students in all aspects of the performing and technical arts. The drama club is just one example of how Peace Corps 
Volunteers in China have implemented secondary projects to engage with communities and meet their Peace Corps goals. In fall 
ǎŜƳŜǎǘŜǊ нлмуΣ ǘƘŜ D½¦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άмл ²ƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ¸ŜŀǊǎΦέ

PCV Zoe Novak led a team of forty-ǎŜǾŜƴ ŀŎǘƻǊǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƘŜŀǊǎŀƭ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ ¢ƘŜ Ǉƭƻǘ ƻŦ άмл ²ƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ¸ŜŀǊǎέ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǘȅƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜr 
ǎŎŜƴŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŀƳŀ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴǘƻ ƻƴŜ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜΦ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƳŜǎǘŜǊΣ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜǊǎ ƳŜǘ
ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƘƻǳǊǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎΣ ŘŀƴŎƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛƴƎΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ Ƨƻȅ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ Ǝŀƛƴ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎe, tackle 
new language skills, ask difficult questions, and create expressive characters. 

PCV Austin DiColasupervised a team of twenty-five students to arrange production elements such as props, costumes, set pieces, 
lighting and sound. To make the performance accessible to the majority Chinese-speaking public, two translation students translated 
over 1,000 PowerPoint slides of actors' lines from English to Chinese and projected them onto the auditorium walls. Austin and his 
team had to get creative to find everything we needed for the production. They ordered items on TaoBao, designed unique pieces, and 
commissioned a carpenter to build set pieces.

Of course, the club would not have been successful without administrative support from our long-time counterpart Tian Ting (Cathy) 
and the rest of the GZU foreign language department. While Zoe is incredibly proud of the three performances she has directed, she 
ŦŜŜƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ƻŦŦ ǎǘŀƎŜΦ {ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ ǊŜƘŜŀǊǎŀƭ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘh laugher and 
άŀƘ-ƘŀΗέ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎΦ !ǳǎǘƛƴ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ά¢ƻ ƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŀƳŀ
club. I hope other students in the audience will have seen what we did, and consider joining the club themselves. This would be a step 
ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƳƻǊŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǘǊǳƭȅ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜΦέ 
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Gansu: Carolyn Reisdorff, TianshuiNormal University 

This fall, I taught a theater and film elective course for sophomore English majors. While only 7 students signed up for the class, we 
became a very close-knit group and to see their confidence grow was a highlight of not only this semester but also my whole service! 
Topics studied were elements of film, great American films, and different styles of theater performance such as improv, drama, and 
comedy. The end of the semester culminated in a theater showcase, where each student performed 3 times in a monologue, duet 
scene, or group scene. 

I looked back on some intro questions that they had written answers to at the beginning of the semester. A few of the students wrote 
about how they wanted to gain confidence in both their English and themselves, but that they'd never performed before and were 
nervous to do it. While a few girls came into the class already knowing me and already confident and outspoken in general, the others 
tended to be more shy. However, as the semester progressed, I witnessed these girls grow in their confidence, push through their
nerves, and just say something. By the end of the semester, we put on a showcase. For the first time ever, they performed in front of 
an actual audience, on a stage, with props, costumes, and the culmination of all their hard work in blocking scenes, memorizing lines, 
rehearsals, and personal growth. 

The same girls who had never performed before and had been so nervous at the beginning pushed themselves and put on a show 
that I felt so sincerely proud of. One student shifted perfectly scene to scene from her roles as a nerdy high school student, to an 
elegant but heartbroken older woman, to a perfectly composed dead body. One student gave a dramatic monologue that tapped into 
such deep, raw emotion, that even though I had seen it rehearsed several times, I was moved to tears during her performance (I had 
to try really hard to keep it together and not cry!) Another student improvised a scene that received immediate laughter and 
ŀǇǇƭŀǳǎŜΧL ŎƻǳƭŘ Ǝƻ ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǇǊƻǳŘ L ŀƳ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜǎΤ LϥƳ ǎƻ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ŀƴŘ 
accomplishments.
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