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1. USChina Friendship Volunteers

Thisyear Peace Corps is celebrating 25 years of th€hi&a Friendship Volunteer program. In August 2018, Peace Corps Director Dr.

Jody Olsen came to Chengdu to launch the anniversary celebration and to swear iff' th®@d of volunteers. Dr. Olsen spoke to the

new volunteers, faculty from 60 universities, and provincial education department officials from SiGuianoy Chongging and )
DFyadzp {KS aFARX a!'d AdGa KSIENILZ GKAAa LINPINIY ONAYyI&Esan® IS KSN.
shared aspirations of the American and Chinese peoples. We could not be prouder of our shared legacy, or more grateful for y
FTNASYRAKAL ' YR O#dohd celebatid vill’cdnyindte with th&ks#eagn§ in dfxhe"2Foup of volunteers in August

2019.

The United State€hina Friendship Volunteers program was launched in June 1993 with the arrival of 18 American Peace Corps
Volunteers to teach English at universities in Sichuan province, including Chongging municipality. In 1999 and 200@rhe progr
expanded taGuizhouand Gansuyorovinces. 139Volunteers have completed their twygear assignments at more tha40

universities, colleges, and technical schools. The Volunteers have taught hundreds of thousands of students and teanhees and
long-lasting friendships.

TheUnited States Peace Corps works in cooperation with the China Education Association for International Exchange to plan and
implement the program. From its office at Sichuan University in Chengdu, Peace Corps works with the provincial depdrtments o
education and the counterpart universities to assign and support qualified andraslied volunteers to teach English to

undergraduate and graduate students.

Thethree goals of Peace Corps are to meet the need for trained Chinese teachers of English, help Chinese students and teachers
better understand diverse American cultures, and for American Volunteers to learn Chinese language and culture to sbtrersvith
when they return home. In this way, the Volunteers promote the mission of world peace and friendship. In 2018 there were 137
Volunteers teaching in 85 universities and colleges.
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2. U.SChina Friendship Program

PeaceCorps Volunteers are typically assigned to the department of foreign languages at their
school and work fultime sideby-side with their Chinese colleagues. They teach reading,
writing, listening and oral English to majors and fmoajors of English. They also teach English
literature and Western culture.

Outsidethe classroom, Volunteers collaborate with teachers and students to organize English
clubs, drama and speech clubs, sporting clubs, and cultural events. They often coach students
In writing, speech, and debate competitions and many students have won provincial and
national awards.

Volunteersalso collaborate with their university counterparts to benefit other interests of _
UKSANI aOK22t YR O2YYdzyAued ¢KSaS aSOZ2yRI N
leadership skill building, environmental awareness, physical fithess, and volunteerism.

{ SO2YRI NE LINRBZS2SOuUua OZ2YUNMNOddzUS U2 UKS LINEZ 3IN
strengthen crossultural understanding.

Volunteerslive with local host families during their initial temeek training in Chengdu.

Afterward they are assigned to their universities. Volunteers make many friends in their
communities. These relationships form strong bonds of mutual understanding and friendship

that last a lifetime. |< < > N U Peace

Corps
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3. Volunteer Stories

Sichuan: Hilary Clifford & SaBlobaum Mianyangt S OKSNE Q / 2f £ $3S

We consider ourselves lucky to be placed at a{@Mna Friendship Volunteers site which has had volunteers since the very )
beginning Hp e€SINR® LY 2dzNJ FANRU aSYSaAauSNE ¢S KIFR 0KS 2 LJihNlbdzy A U e
we hold daily for students both in and outside of the English department.

Atfirst, taking on a daily club was overwhelming. We began holding Bookend meetings before we even beganjuktisiegs after

we moved toMianyang We look back at photos from those first days and laugh with recognition at the freshmen in their military

G NJ AYAY3d dzyATZ2NN¥aod 2 S R)\RyQu 1Yy2e A G uKS;/Z odzi az2v&ez27 UuKz2a
. 221SYRZ 6SQ@S o0FNbSOdzSR (23SGKSNE SELX 2NBR f20Fft LImddfa I+ yR
course, cooked and eaten many, many meals. There may be time when language fails, but we've found that food never does!

ByOctober, we would often have days with over 80 students crammed in the Bookend for a spelling bee, a twist on 20 queations, o0
heated debate about science and technology. Holding an English club every day requires a lot of creativity; we had tovitbnae up
GARS NYy3S 2F RAFTFSNBY(O FTOUAGAGASE (G2 (1SSL) aGdzRSy G a atksy 1 SNB a i
songs, conversations, crafts, and more.

Theresults have made themselves clear in our students who have provided us with some of the highest highs that any &eacher

any Education Volunteer] y2¢6a a2z ¢Sttd® 2SQUJS asSSy uUKS NbadzZ ada YlIyAFTFSau Ay
confidence, and a positive trend in student grades. Students who in September had come to us at office hours (sometngetoin te
discuss their English level have blossomed, winning speaking and skit competitions and bringing others to Bookend theslfiane in

Going forward, we hope to empower the Bookend volunteers to revive the dormant English student newspaper, helping them hone

not just their spoken English, but their professional writing as well.

We definitely look forward to continuing this project over the next three semesters and are proud to write our chapter oSthe U.
China Friendship Volunteers legacjMianyangt S OKSNB Q / 2t t S3AS @
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‘Bookend’ English
Club Activities at
Mianyang Teachers

College
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Guizhou Zoe Novak & AustiiCola GuizhouUniversity

L (a®@nderful Life Drama Club was founded 10 years ago in 2008 by the China 13 Peace Corps Volunteersaér¥iag at
University in Guiyang. Since then, the club has produced fourteen shows, participated in national Shakespeare competitions, a
mentored students in all aspects of the performing and technical arts. The drama club is just one example of how Peace Corps
Volunteers in China have implemented secondary projects to engage with communities and meet their Peace Corps goals. In fall

aSYSaluSNI vnmys GKS D¥%! O2YYdzyAdGe 3IIFIGKSNBR (2 OStSoNrasS G4KS O
PCVZoe Novak led ateam of forly S@SyY | O 2NBE RdzNAYy3I GKS NBKSFNARFE LINOS&&a®P ¢KS
a0SySa TNRY SIFOK 2F GKS RN} Yl OfdzoQa LINBGA2dza LINRRdzOUAZ2Yy&a Ay
Ff Y240 SOSNE SOSYyAy3d F2NJ 0KNBS K2dzZNE (2 LINY OGAOS aktackky 3z RI

new language skills, ask difficult questions, and create expressive characters.

PCVAustinDiColasupervised a team of twentfjve students to arrange production elements such as props, costumes, set pieces,
lighting and sound. To make the performance accessible to the majority Cfepeaking public, two translation students trarisid
over 1,000 PowerPoint slides of actors' lines from English to Chinese and projected them onto the auditorium walls. d\bistin an
team had to get creative to find everything we needed for the production. They ordered iteffeso®aodesigned unique pieces, and
commissioned a carpenter to build set pieces.

Of course, the club would not have been successful without administrative support from outime@gounterpart Tian Ting (Cathy)

and the rest of the GZU foreign language department. While Zoe is incredibly proud of the three performances she hasdlgected )
FTSSta GKNMG_ 0 KS Of dz6Qa Yz2ad aa Ely)\T)\OI yi AYLI OG KI Libsgherardi T ¥ ad
GIHKFHE Y2YSyda l dza Ay SELINB&ASR GKIGZ a¢2 YST (GKS oAa3a3asad &
club. I hope other students in the audience will have seen what we did, and consider joining the club themselves. Thisaste )
G261 NRa adzaidlAylroAfAder (K2dzAK 200A2dzate Y2NB ¢62N] YySSRa G2
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Wonderful Life Drama Club

Bs AT

Ten Wonderful Years

Highlights from the
play “Ten Wonderful
Years’ which artfully
wove together scenes
from the various plays
that the club produced
over the past decade
into a single narrative
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Gansu: Carolyn ReisdorifjanshuiNormal University

This fall, | taught a theater and film elective course for sophomore English majors. While only 7 students signed wtebsy, thie
became a very closknit group and to see their confidence grow was a highlight of not only this semester but also my whigle! serv
Topics studied were elements of film, great American films, and different styles of theater performance saplogsdrama, and
comedy. The end of the semester culminated in a theater showcase, where each student performed 3 times in a monologue, duet
scene, or group scene.

| looked back on some intro questions that they had written answers to at the beginning of the semester. A few of the stuatents
about how they wanted to gain confidence in both their English and themselves, but that they'd never performed beforeeand wer
nervous to do it. While a few girls came into the class already knowing me and already confident and outspoken in geodratsth
tended to be more shy. However, as the semester progressed, | witnessed these girls grow in their confidence, push #irough th
nerves, and just say something. By the end of the semester, we put on a showcase. For the first time ever, they perfonmed in

an actual audience, on a stage, with props, costumes, and the culmination of all their hard work in blocking scenes,ngbnes;izi
rehearsals, and personal growth.

Thesame girls who had never performed before and had been so nervous at the beginning pushed themselves and put on a show
that | felt so sincerely proud of. One student shifted perfectly scene to scene from her roles as a nerdy high schoplctalent

elegant but heartbroken older woman, to a perfectly composed dead body. One student gave a dramatic monologue that tapped int
such deep, raw emotion, that even though | had seen it rehearsed several times, | was moved to tears during her perfohadince (

to try really hard to keep it together and not cry!) Another student improvised a scene that received immediate laughter and

I LILJX | dza SXL O2dzE R 32 2y |YyR 2y | 62dzi K2g LINRdzZR L Y 2F SI OK
accomplishments.
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