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Namaste from Peace Corps/Nepal! PEACE CORPS
As we round out the year 2023, we reflect on the Established in 1961 by John F.
remarkable progress this year, most specifically the Kennedy, President of the United

successful return of Peace Corps Volunteers to Nepal States of America, Peace Corps is an
after a three-year hiatus caused by the COVID-19 ?ot?nr:rfjlrﬁ:alr:ng;::s o;o\;tOM::r;tuericrrS'
pandemic. In August, 21 English education and food y ‘ y

e partners, and staff who each have a
security Vqunteers swore in at a ceremony in Kathmandu and moved to their unique service journey, defined by an

permanent sites in five districts of Bagmati and Gandaki provinces. Importantly enduring desire to learn, and grow.
during the year, Peace Corps and the Government of Nepal renewed our joint Since its establishment, the Peace
commitment to the program by finalizing an important amendment to the 1962 Corps has been guided by a mission
bilateral agreement that modernized several administrative processes. of world peace and friendship.

Looking forward to 2024, we expect two additional groups of Volunteers to start Peace Corps has been partnering with
service: a group of two-year Volunteers arrive in January 2024 working in the the government of Nepal and
education and agriculture sectors and the first ever group of shorter-term collaborating with Nepali
Response Volunteers arrive in May 2024 and will work in the areas of education communities and individuals since

1962. At the invitation of the

technology, agriculture at the university level, and tourism promotion.
government of Nepal, Peace Corps

We look forward to continued collaboration with our partners at the government Volunteers work alongside
of Nepal and in the communities where Volunteers serve. community members on locally

prioritized  projects that build
Troy Kofroth, Country Director, Peace Corps/Nepal relationships, promote knowledge

exchange, and make a lasting and
measurable impact.

Nearly 4,000 Americans have come
to serve as Volunteers in Nepal over
the past 60 years.

Peace Corps Volunteers are Back in Nepal

Dec. 24 — Today marks the completion of
the 4™ month of the return of Peace Corps
Volunteers in Nepali communities. On August
24, U.S. Ambassador Thompson swore in 21
PCVs to begin their two-year service in Nepal.
Between June and August, the Volunteers Current Projects in Nepal
underwent 11 weeks of intensive language
and cross- cultural and technical training, to prepare for the next two years
living in local communities.

Peace Corps currently has two active
projects in Nepal:

Education Volunteers teach
Grades 4-8 English in rural or peri-
urban government schools.

As English Education Teachers and Food Security Volunteers, the PCVs are
collaborating with their local counterparts in promoting English Education at

the government schools and expanding improved agriculture and nutrition .
practices to rural communities.

Food Security Volunteers work
alongside host country
counterparts to promote food and
Y nutrition security of smallholder
farming households with women

of reproductive age.




Program Highlights (July — December 2023)

Government and community engagement: Our collaboration with multiple
government ministries in Nepal, both at the Federal and Local levels, continued.

e In December, the governments of the US and Nepal renewed our joint commitment to
the Peace Corps program by amending the 1962 bilateral agreement. The amendment—
the first in more than 60 years—modernized several key administrative issues and allows
the program to operate more efficiently into the future.

e Peace Corps/Nepal signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the Ministry of
Culture, Tourism and Civil Aviation to start a Tourism Peace Corps Program. The MOU
has a period of performance for five years with the first group of Tourism Promotion
Volunteers expected to arrive in May.

Virtual Service Pilot Project: Peace Corps continued to offer Virtual Service Pilot (VSP)
project support to Nepali communities. In the VSP projects, U.S.-based participants
partnered with Nepali counterparts to complete assignments requested by Nepali
counterparts. Over the last six months, we completed three, 12-week long VSP projects in
the education and agricultural sectors reaching out to four schools and one local nutrition
facilitator. VSP programs in Nepal are aimed at collaborating with government schools and
leader farmers in interested communities where Volunteers could not be physically present.
This innovative approach transforms returned Peace Corps Volunteers into VSP
participants, dedicating five to fifteen hours per week to virtual engagement with Nepali
counterparts. Click HERE to know more about the VSP Program.

Staff-Led Development Activities: Peace Corps staff made demonstrable
contributions to Nepal's development by working directly with various Nepali counterparts
on 22 training and capacity building events benefitting more than 700 participants. As one
example, staff trained 39 counterparts from Surkhet and Arghakhanchi districts on key
aspects of beekeeping, mushroom cultivation, nutritional needs for women of reproductive
age, and agriculture-based income generating activities during a three-day event in
Nepalgunj. More than 80% of the total participants reported applying the skills to their day-
to-day tasks.

Other Initiatives:
|

e Response Program: Peace Corps/Nepal will be receiving the first group of 6-8
Response Volunteers (PCRVs) in May 2024. The Response Program in Nepal
will be promoting economic development through tourism promotion,
enhancing research activities at Agriculture colleges, and supporting
information technology (IT) initiatives at government schools. Currently, we
are reviewing the Volunteer applications, while the placement sites in Nepal
have been finalized. This new program will bring Volunteers with more
specialized experience to complete short-term, high-impact service
assignments, usually between 3 to 12 months. Click HERE to know more about
the Response Program.

e Environment Focus: Given Nepal's vulnerability to climate change impacts, Click HERE to read the story from
Peace Corps/Nepal is seeking to integrate environment programsmming into our our Returned Peace  Corps
work, either in existing projects or potentially a new project. We conducted a Volunteer, Aly Mashek (2019-2020),
project feasibility study in collaboration with the concerned government on her experience of Virtual Service
ministries and Peace Corps/ Washington. Once approved, we aim at Pilot Project—Supporting Nepal’s
developing the project framework and implementation guidelines for Agriculture from 7,000 Miles Away
Environment activities for Volunteers, with the Volunteers expected to arrive
in 2025.

Peace Corps Nepal, Kathmandu Follow us on:

Chakrapath, Maharajgunj ; Peace

Phone: +977 1 401 6027 : @ Corps

Email: InfoNepal@peacecorps.gov f ““(’) NEPAL



https://www.peacecorps.gov/volunteer/virtual-service-pilot/
https://www.peacecorps.gov/volunteer/peace-corps-response/
https://www.peacecorps.gov/stories/supporting-nepals-agriculture-from-7000-miles-away/
https://www.peacecorps.gov/stories/supporting-nepals-agriculture-from-7000-miles-away/
https://www.facebook.com/NepalPeaceCorps
https://www.peacecorps.gov/nepal/
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