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Namaste from Peace Corps/Nepal!

PEACE CORPS

Established in 1961 by John F. Kennedy,
President of the United States of America,
Peace Corps is an international network of
Volunteers, community members, host
country partners, and staff who each have a
unique service journey, defined by an

In the past six months, Peace Corps/Nepal has
welcomed two new groups of Volunteers to the
country, increasing the number of currently serving
volunteers to 48. On January 21, 2024, we
-~ welcomed 24 members of the 209%™ group of two-

year Volunteers to serve in Nepal, consisting of Agriculture and English
Education Volunteers. This group swore-in on April 4t and are now serving
in their communities. Soon thereafter, the inaugural group of 10 Peace Corps
Response Volunteers arrived on May 5%. These 10 Volunteers are more
specialized Volunteers serving for nine or twelve months as e-learning/e-
teaching, agriculture research, or tourism promotion specialists.

Working with the Government of Nepal counterparts, Volunteers are busy in
their assigned communities teaching English, improving agriculture
production, and promoting good nutrition and sanitation practices, among
other projects. Please see additional details in this and previous newsletter
issues for their amazing work.

Troy Kofroth, Country Director, Peace Corps/Nepal

Peace Corps launches its Response Program in Nepal
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May 5, 2024 — Peace Corps/Nepal received its first-ever group of 10
Response Volunteers. Peace Corps Deputy Director, David E. White Jr.,
the US Ambassador to Nepal, Dean R. Thompson and Peace Corps/Nepal
Country Director, Troy Kofroth officiated the swearing-in ceremony of
the inaugural cohort of Peace Corps Response Volunteers (PCRVs). The
Peace Corps Response Program brings U.S. citizen volunteers with
specialized skills and experience targeted to complete short-term, high
impact assignments in Nepal.

The first group of Response Volunteers (NR1) will serve 9-12 months in
Nepal to promote economic development through tourism promotion,
enhancing research activities at Agriculture colleges, and supporting
information technology (IT) initiatives at government schools. Click here
to know more about the Peace Corps Response program.

enduring desire to learn, and grow. Since its
establishment, the Peace Corps has been
guided by a mission of world peace and
friendship.

Peace Corps has been partnering with the
government of Nepal and collaborating with
Nepali communities and individuals since
1962. At the invitation of the government of

Nepal, Peace Corps Volunteers work
alongside community members on locally
prioritized projects that build relationships,
promote knowledge exchange, and make a
lasting and measurable impact.

Nearly 4,000 Americans have come to
serve as Volunteers in Nepal over the past
60 years.

Current Projects in Nepal

Peace Corps currently has three active
projects/initiatives in Nepal:

Y

Education Volunteers teach Grades 4-8
English in rural or peri-urban government
schools.

Food Security Volunteers work alongside
host country counterparts to promote food
and nutrition security of smallholder farming
households with women of reproductive
age.

Response Volunteers work alongside
community partners to advance locally
prioritized projects in three of the agency
six sectors: community economic
development, agriculture and education.
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https://www.instagram.com/peace_corps_nepal/
https://www.peacecorps.gov/ways-to-serve/serve-with-us/peace-corps-response/

Program Highlights (January — June 2024)

Arrival of 209th Group of Volunteers: On January 21st, Peace Corps/Nepal
welcomed the the 209" group of two-year Volunteers. After 11 weeks of intensive
language, cross-cultural and technical training, they swore-in on April 4. The 209t
group is assigned to teach English in government schools and to work on food and
nutrition security projects in coordination with the Government of Nepal. With this new
group, we currently have 38 two-year Volunteers and 10 Response Volunteers serving in
seven districts of Gandaki and Bagmati provinces.

Reimagining Grant Programs: Leveraging USAID's Small Project
Assistance (SPA) funding opportunities, Peace Corps/Nepal has expanded
grant opportunities for Peace Corps Volunteers (PCVs) and their community Please visit the links below to learn more
partners to design and implement small-scale, community-driven projects. ~ about these grant-funded projects

PCVs are now eligible to implement small micro-grants up to USD 500 after ~ ® Studentsand Teachers for Digital Literacy

e . —PCVT
their first three months of service and larger grants up to USD 10,000 after o New Re:g;rr?;s For Bl erreie i Nl —

Stories from the Field

their first 5-6 months of service. Each project requires 25% community PCV Jeff
contribution. These grant opportunities allow Volunteers to collaborate with e The Growth of Mushroom Cultivation in
their community members to identify short-term, high-impact projects. Nepal — PCV Pearl

Government & community engagement: Our
collaboration ~ with  multiple government and Achievements
community partners, both at the federal and local levels
continued. More than 60 local municipal officials, ward
chairpersons, teachers, and principals, along with Peace

Corps Volunteers, participated in different events that Students reached through
were geared towards co-designing and co- English classes
implementing community-driven development

projects. In addition, Peace Corps/Nepal has been Students  with increased
collaborating with government ministries, district achievement in English skills
government officials, and municipal offices to identify

potential sites for future Volunteer placements. Teachers  with  improved

English teaching practices

Exciting News: L
Improved beehives installed

e Environment Project: In January 2025, Peace Corps/Nepal plans to invite
10-15 two-year Volunteers to serve in an Environment project. This new
project aims at integrating environment programming for local communities
to sustainably manage their natural resources and increase their climate ) 2
resilience. Volunteers will collaborate with local community members, dietary diversity
especially youth, to promote climate resilient environmental stewardship,
including solid-waste management, community forestry, fuel efficient
cookstoves, and sustainable income generation from forest resources.

e Looking ahead: Peace Corps/Nepal is planning for a total of 50 new
Volunteer intake in 2025 to contribute towards Food Security, Education, Kgs of mushroom harvested
Environment, and Response programming. We thank the Government
ministries, community partners, and host families for their continuous support
to implement Peace Corps projects at grassroots level in achieving mutual mitigation/adaptation
goals of the Government of Nepal and Peace Corps. strategies in crop production

Women of Reproductive age
consuming diet of minimum

Reached through Food and
nutrition security initiatives

Farmers applied climate
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