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Namaste from Peace Corps/Nepal!

We are excited to share the news that the 208" group
of Peace Corps Volunteers to serve in Nepal arrived on
June 11, 2023. This group is the first to return since the
start of the Covid-19 pandemic, and we are so pleased
_ to welcome them and start their pre-service training.
This group of English Education and Food Security Volunteers — 21 in total — are
currently in training learning Nepali and technical skills and will arrive at their sites
in three months.

Also in this issue, we provide information on the activities staff are leading in
partnership with Nepali communities including trainings with municipal
governments and schools.

We thank you for your interest in our programs and collaboration with the
government and people of Nepal.

Troy Kofroth, Country Director, Peace Corps/Nepal
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PEACE CORPS

Established in 1961 by John F.
Kennedy, President of the United
States of America, Peace Corps is an
international network of Volunteers,
community members, host country
partners, and staff who each have a
unique service journey, defined by an
enduring desire to learn, and grow.
Since its establishment, the Peace
Corps has been guided by a mission
of world peace and friendship.

Peace Corps has been partnering with
the government of Nepal and
collaborating with Nepali
communities and individuals since
1962. At the invitation of the
government of Nepal, Peace Corps
Volunteers work alongside
community members on locally
prioritized  projects that  build
relationships, promote knowledge
exchange, and make a lasting and
measurable impact.

Nearly 4,000 Americans have come
to serve as Volunteers in Nepal over
the past 60 years.

Current Projects in Nepal

Peace Corps currently has two active
projects in Nepal:

Education Volunteers teach
Grades 4-8 English in rural or peri-

' urban government schools.

Food Security Volunteers work
alongside host country

Y counterparts to promote food and
nutrition security of smallholder
farming households with women

of reproductive age.




Program Highlights (January - June 2023)

Government and community engagement: In preparation to Volunteers' arrival, the
focus of Peace Corps/Nepal had been to strengthen relationships with government and
community stakeholders.

e Conducted 13 in-person and virtual sessions with teachers, principals, female community
health Volunteers (FCHVs), rural farmers, and municipal government officials from
Volunteer placement sites. They will serve as Volunteers’ local counterparts and
supervisors.

o Conducted various representational events with government officials for building and
reinforcing professional relationships with them.

Virtual Service Pilot Project: During the time of COVID-19, when Volunteers were not in Nepal,
Peace Corps/Nepal initiated a Virtual Service Pilot (VSP) program where private US citizens
would contribute up to 5-15 hours per week collaborating with Nepali counterparts through
virtual engagement. In 2022, fifteen VSP participants served 29 counterparts in Nepal virtually.
We currently have two VSP participants engaged with four schools, while a Food Security VSP
will start from June. VSP programs in Nepal are aimed at collaborating with government schools
and leader farmers in interested communities where Volunteers could not be physically present.
Education VSPs collaborate with counterpart teachers on general and English teaching skills,
while Food Security VSPs collaborate with leader farmers on agriculture-based income
generation activities. Click HERE to know more about the VSP Program.

Site Preparation: In coordination with the government and community stakeholders, Peace
Corps/Nepal has prioritized more than 70 Volunteer worksites for the groups 208 and 209.
While the group N208 arrived in June 2023, the next cohort (N209) is planned for January
2024. These two groups will be placed in the districts of Kavrepalanchowk, Syangja, Kaski,
Gorkha, Sindhuli, Lamjung, Parbat, Myagdi, Arghakhanchi, and Surkhet districts. The selection
of sites, both for Food Security and Education projects, are based on programmatic needs,
safety and medical criteria, and prevalence of traditionally marginalized populations.

Other Initiatives:

e Response Program: Peace Corps/Nepal has been approved to launch a
Response Program with the first group of 4-6 Response Volunteers (PCRVs)
projected to arrive in May 2024, followed by up to 12 PCRVs in the fiscal
year 2025. The Response Program in Nepal will be promoting economic
development through tourism promotion, enhancing research activities at
Agriculture colleges, and supporting information technology (IT) initiatives
at government schools. Click HERE to know more about the Response

Volunteer Corner

Program.

e Environment Focus: Given Nepal's vulnerability to climate change impacts, Click HERE to read the story from
Peace Corps/Nepal is seeking to integrate environment programming into our Returned Peace Corps
our work, either in existing projects or potentially a new project. We are Volunteer, Mika Ulmet (2019-2020),
currently undertaking a project feasibility study in collaboration with the “Forging Lasting Connections in a
concerned government ministries and Peace Corps/ Washington. Once Post-Pandemic World.”

approved, we aim at developing the project framework and implementation
guidelines for Environment activities for Volunteers.

Peace Corps Nepal, Kathmandu Follow us on:
Chakrapath, Maharajgunj

Phone: +977 1 401 6027 é
Email: InfoNepal@peacecorps.gov f
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https://www.facebook.com/NepalPeaceCorps
https://www.peacecorps.gov/nepal/
https://www.peacecorps.gov/returned-volunteers/virtual-service-pilot/
https://www.peacecorps.gov/nepal/stories/forging-lasting-connections-in-a-post-pandemic-world/
https://www.peacecorps.gov/nepal/stories/forging-lasting-connections-in-a-post-pandemic-world/
https://www.peacecorps.gov/nepal/stories/forging-lasting-connections-in-a-post-pandemic-world/
https://www.peacecorps.gov/volunteer/peace-corps-response/
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