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It is with great pride that I dedicate the
2013 Peace Corps Botswana Annual
Report to the 2,407 Peace Corps
Volunteers who have served in this fine

nation - including the 591 who have
served since our return in 2003. Let me
also recognize the many thousands of
co-workers and counterparts who worked
alongside these Volunteers, through good
times and bad. Botswana is in far better
shape today than it was ten years ago, and
Peace Corps is proud to have contributed
to an effective national response to HIV/
AIDS. During a period when many
donors and nations ceased supporting
Botswana, Peace Corps actually returned,
and has now completed 10 more years of
on-the-ground assistance.

In 2002, President Mogae made a

request of the United States —please

send the Peace Corps back to Botswana
to assist in addressing HIV/AIDS. At

the time, the disease was threatening to
unravel the phenomenal developmental
progress achieved by Botswana since
independence. Peace Corps and the
United States Government quite simply
did not want to see such a fate befall our
good friends. A first group of 21 new
Peace Corps Volunteers (PCVs) arrived
in 2003. All of those new Volunteers were
assigned to District AIDS Coordinating
(DAC) Offices to assist with organizing
the national response to an epidemic that
was bringing death and tragedy to all
corners of Botswana.

Year by year we brought in more
Volunteers, and also broadened their

assignments. Working closely with
government and citizens alike, Peace

Peace Corps/Botswana 1
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Corps Volunteers focused on a wide range
of activities: from scaling up prevention
of mother-to-child transmission
(PMTCT), to helping organize testing
campaigns; from assisting in clinics and
various government offices, to educating
rural communities on treatment and
prevention. Over the past few years,
we've sent more and more PCVs to
schools to promote the acquisition of
critical “Life Skills”. Youth represent the
future of Botswana, so helping youth

to make wise decisions and avoid HIV
infection has become a huge focus of
Peace Corps. Ministry of Education and
Skills Development recently pointed

out a secondary benefit to having PCV's
assigned to teach life skills in schools

— they can help boost overall academic
performance. PCVs facilitate student
clubs, teach computer skills and tutor

in English, organize libraries and sports
activities, and introduce new methods

of teaching. After receiving a PCV; the
primary school in Dutlwe saw its test
scores leap from a 33% to a 76% pass rate
between 2012 and 2013. Many factors
contributed to this impressive feat, one of
which T'll call “the PCV effect”

The PCV effect is what occurs when a
village embraces the energy, ideas and
enthusiasm of a PCV. So much becomes
possible. In this report, you'll read of
events ranging from a Special Olympics
competition in Maun, to Girls Leading
Our World camps across the country, to
new libraries blossoming at schools, along
with 70 latrines being introduced in a
community that previously had none. You
can read about how recycled ARV bottles
are being used to promote adherence, and
to create works of art that address stigma
(see the latter in the National Museum).
The Peace Corps Botswana program has
grown from 21 Volunteers in 2003 to

136 today - because there is still much

to be done. It’s clear that effectively
addressing HIV/AIDS is very complicated
and requires interventions on many
fronts. We'll continue to have PCVs

in schools, clinics, government offices

and NGOs. In addition to working on
their primary assignments, Volunteers
now are expanding their health focus

to include TB and malaria. They are
promoting backyard gardens and sound
nutrition. PCVs assist with income
generating projects, and increasingly
are addressing gender issues. They are

taking a holistic view to addressing
HIV/AIDS, and are getting results. PCV's
have documented reaching over 65,000
Batswana with individual or small group
HIV prevention interventions over the
past four years, with almost 18,000 of
those people being reached in 2013. It’s
hard to prove that one’s efforts resulted in
someone not getting infected with HIV,
but surely PCVs have helped to avert
many infections — and hence have saved
lives.

What progress this last decade has seen!
Saturdays are no longer for funerals in
Botswana, although much work still

lies ahead. Many in Botswana are tired
of hearing about HIV/AIDS, yet Peace
Corps Volunteers keep the conversations
going. Treatment is now largely available
to everyone who needs it in Botswana, but
new infections still continue to occur on
a daily basis. We remain fully committed
to helping Botswana achieve its goal of
no new infections by 2016. Peace Corps
stands ready to assist in this historic

undertaking.

Tim Hartman - Country Directi
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In Their Own Words
Dinah S. - NGO Volunteer

Nearly 1,000 people participated in the Okavango Half Maratihon, 3K Fun
Pun/Walk & Health Expo in March 2013. The event was part of a larger
project fo raise awareness of the need fo expand health care access
in the Okavango Sub-District in northwest Botswana. The project's
ultimate goal was 1o raise funds for the purchase of a mobile clinic
that would provide primary care services in underserved dreas of the
district.

While fhere is a clinic in Shakawe, residents in the service delivery areq
have to walkk more than 30km fo get fhere. Lack of fransport was
among te fop reasons 1 heard about wihy residents go without care
- including routine prevention and other services for chronic illinesses
such as HIV and TB.

My first step was to partner up with Carolynn M, a PCV based in
Botswana's capital. A seasoned fundraiser and event organizer,
Carolynn nelped me develop and implement a plan to realize my
ambitious goal. By being posted in Gaborone, Carolynin and I could tag-
team on fundraising and engaging partners, many of whom were based
in the capital.

The next step was to mobilize the Wellness Committee, the Vilage
Development Committees and fhe village chiefs. It was important

o have community buy-in, especially at the leadership level. We also
enlisted the falents of ofher Peace Corps Volunteers (PCVs) to assist
with outreach, branding and website development. Together with local
businesses, the Botswana Ministry of Education and Skills Development,
e community and the volunteers we held a successful event in

support of the clinic. Over 200 runiners and 27 PCVs participated, while
nundreds of villagers came to cheer runners, get tested for HIV and
dioletes, and learn about services provided by fhe sixteen local
health-related organizations finat showcased their work. During fhe
Health Expo, local artists in fradifional dance, singing and drama
entertained fhe crowd on health topics and impassioned speeches
called for community engagement in securing the mobile clinic. More
than $1,.875 was raised from the local community, which was a significant
show of support from residents of this very low-income district.

Following the event, we managed to engage Stanbic Bank in fhe molile
clinic project. As part of their corporate responsibility program, the
bank organized a bike ride from Gihanzi to Gaborone, approximately
800km, led by their senior management team. With the community
contfribution and the bike ride proceeds, a mobile clinic valued at
$72,000 was secured and was turned over to the Ministry of Health.
More than 500 villagers, the village chief, fhe US Ambassador and the
Assistant Minister of Health turned out for the handover event. The US
Anmbassador called the project a model for public-private partnerships
and the Assistant Minister of Health praised the work of Peace Corps
in the development of her country - she was faught by a PCV as a girl.

The mobile clinic will provide 3,000 residents in the catchment area with
Inealth care services - people will get TB and HIV medications, children
will be vaccinated and pregnant women will get pre- and post-natal care.
Tt was incredible fo serve as a catalyst fo a praject that I hope will
have a lasting impact on the community that I served.

2 Peace Corps/Botswana
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When I was in form one, we were short of teachers.
I was happy to have Peace Corps Volunteers as my
teachers. More recently, because of HIV/AIDS, we
pleaded for more Volunteers. Today, the Peace Corps ,

brogram continues to be a symbol of people-to-people

cooperation, and goodwill between Botswana and the ) ) S
people of the United States of America.

Peace Corps has been steadily ramping up its focus on monitoring
and evaluation (M&E). We are very conservative in terms of

the results we report, and fastidiously avoid double-counting.
Volunteers report achievements on a quarterly basis against specific
targets and indicators, through an online reporting tool.

During 2013, Peace Corps Volunteers in Botswana worked

with counterparts to reach 17,832 unique individuals with HIV
prevention messages and interventions. Many of these individuals
were reached with multiple different messages on multiple
occasions (e.g. through weekly PACT meetings), but they are still
only counted a single time.

Health and Youth: Number of Individuals, excluding PLHIV,
Reached with an HIV Prevention Intervention

1799

Healf
Yourk

TARGET RS

Prevention interventions focused primarily on abstinence and

be faithful (AB), correct and consistent condom use, reduction

of multiple concurrent partnerships, HIV testing and counseling
(HTC), safe male circumcision (SMC) and gender-based violence
(GBV). Each individual could only be associated with a single
intervention category (e.g. SMC or HTC), although most received
interventions in multiple categories. The below chart illustrates the
breakdown of interventions by category. Note that each category is
underreported, since Volunteers were only permitted to associate
each individual with a single category. Next year we plan to track
each intervention in each category, so we can better understand

Results by HIV Prevention Intervention
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Honorable Dr. Gloria Somolekae
Assistant Minister for Health

how many categories of interventions were received by each
individual.

There is a strong gender dimension to HIV/AIDS in Botswana,
illustrated by a significantly higher prevalence rate for women
compared to men. Peace Corps Volunteers work with young
people and older generations to address gender-based violence.
Education on GBV is achieved through many means, including
GLOW camps, PACT Clubs, and counterpart trainings. In 2013,
at least 2,405 people were reached with gender-based violence
messaging as it relates to HIV. -
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Living with HIV/AIDS were provided with a minimum of one —
care service, which could include a psychological, spiritual,
preventive, food support, shelter and protection, access to health
care, education or economic strengthening intervention.

In addition, 2,395 Orphans and Vulnerable Children and People [1 ‘:
-

Volunteers also reached 13,117 youth, largely in schools, with
Life Skills training aimed at improved decision making, critical 1
thinking, problem solving, and positive coping strategies. In
addition, 990 teachers, caregivers and community members
were trained in positive youth development activities. Finally,
Peace Corps Botswana participates in a special global initiative
to reduce malaria (Stomp Out Malaria), and through these
efforts 516 individuals were reached with malaria prevention
messages

Youth: Number of Unique, Individual Youth .
Trained in Life Skills -

B T
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In the area of capacity building, 165 organizations/clinics/
offices have staff that are better able to respond to the HIV/
AIDS epidemic through improved planning, project design and
management, internal management, ICT skills, grant writing
or service delivery. 307 people demonstrated that they were
better able to type, create spreadsheets/tables, analyze data or
otherwise use electronic resources.
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Peace Corps Botswana is guided by two project frameworks aligned to the National Strategic Framework II for HIV/AIDS. These
are the Health and HIV/AIDS Capacity Building and Youth and HIV/AIDS Capacity Building frameworks. Two major purpose
statements drive the work of Volunteers in four specific assignment areas.

Purpose Statements

Health: Batswana will benefit from the strengthened capacity of individuals, service providers, and organizations to
mitigate the effects of HIV and AIDS through prevention of new infections and care for those living with or affected
by HIV/AIDS.

Youth: Batswana youth will be healthy, productive, and active community members effectively contributing to the
achievement of an AIDS-free generation.

Assignment Areas

Clinic and Health Teams (CHT) - Volunteers in clinics and District Health Management Teams work to help them achieve their

mandate for community outreach and HIV/AIDS prevention and care. Volunteers in these placements work with their counterparts |
and communities to mobilize individuals and educate communities on different services, such as ARV, tuberculosis prevention,
malaria, maternal and child health, and HIV prevention.

o Prevention of HIV infections through improved education and outreach to targeted audiences |
o Improved data capturing and reporting to national level

o Improved computer skills, including typing and internet use

o Improved implementation of programs by committees such as the Health Committee, Men’s Sector, and Peer Mothers’ Support Groups
o  Improved monitoring tools and databases

Local Government Capacity Building (LGCB) - Volunteers under LGCB work with Ministry of Local Government’s District AIDS
Coordinators’ (DAC) Offices and Social and Community Development (S&CD) offices. DAC-assigned Volunteers play a key role

in the annual planning process and coordination of yearly plans’ implementation, especially related to monitoring and evaluation.
Volunteers assigned to S&CD offices address efforts to reach orphans and vulnerable children and their families.

===

o  Coordination of district-level agencies and organizations working to address HIV/AIDS

o Increased inclusion of smaller community-based groups working on HIV/AIDS \ {
Cs 1
o Improved computer literacy comprehension @ Life SKils” s
: teers by @ ncos- I
o Improved outreach and services to the most vulnerable rural volun o ]
communities “'\e"\t ® o ‘

Assigh
Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) - Volunteers work to help build De cember 2013 eV Leaders
sustainable NGOs that can provide services to clients and meet community |
needs. The focus for these Volunteers is on systems strengthening, resource
mobilization, and organizational development.

o Prevention of new infections through improved service provision
and program implementation

o  Systems established to improve human resource management,
governance, financial accountability, and monitoring and evaluation

o Improved grant writing skills and increased funding

Life Skills - An important component for preventing new HIV infections

is working with in- and out-of-school youth. In this assignment, Volunteers
work with schools, teachers, and community leaders and parents to design

and implement activities to address identified needs, such as leadership
training, lack of recreational activities, and health education.

o  Strengthened Guidance and Counseling teams in schools

o Improved leadership skills, self-confidence, and self-awareness
o Delayed sexual debut or abstinence and reduced pregnancies

o Prevention of new infections through health education

o Improved study skills

o  Raised awareness about alcohol abuse

4 Peace Corps/Botswana
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President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief

\ (PEPFAR) ¥

The U.S. President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief

(PEPFAR) is the United States Governments initiative

to help save the lives o

f those suffering from HIV/AIDS

around the world. This historic commitment is the largest

by any nation to combat a single disease int

ernationally, and

PEPFAR investments also help alleviate suffering from other

diseases across the global health spectru
years, PE
Botswana.

m. Over the past ten
PFAR has provided over $650 million in funding to

PEPFAR for supporting Peace Corps’ Gender Work!

Peace Corps Volunteers in Botswana are actively engaged in gender and gender-based violence

(GBV) reduction activities in all communities in which they work. In 2013,Volunteers reached 2,405
individuals with interventions that explicitly addressed GBV and coercion related to HIV. Examples of
activities that Volunteers and their counterparts use include: GLOW camps (see p. 8), PACT Clubs -(se'e
p. 7), Guidance and Counseling curriculum, workshops, commemorations (International VWomen'’s Day:l

PCVs ability to address gender and GBV by providing training, resources and s
year, through PEPFAR support, Peace Corps Botswana will further strengthen i

In Their Own Words
Jvani C. - LGCB Volunteer

I am a LGCB Volunteer in the soutihern part of
Bofswana. Recognizing that roughly 67% of women in
e country Inave experienced gender-based violence
in their lifetinne, my community joined me in standing
up against it.

fAs a part of its efforts to mainstream gender info
centfral government initiatives and operations, our
local District Gender Committee planined to hold a
leadership wak surrounding gender-based violence
with the Ultimate goal of getting the community

Peace Corps/Botswana 5

support it.

The success of the event came not from
fhe numicer of people wno attended
on that day, but from the mobilization
efforts fhat took place throughout
August. To mobilize resources for the
event, I licised between the District
Gender Committee, Gender Aiffairs

in Gaborone, Women s Affairs in a
neighboring Village, women's groups
around Botswana, Peace Corps, and
local stakeholders. A series of briefing
meetings were held with the fown
leadership, umbrella committees and
various secfors throughout the fown.

involved. Wnen all of our planning,
resource mobilization, and publicity
came together on August 30th, we
were relieved to find e turnout was
areater than expected and proud when
we observed fihat those in attendance,
a parade of over 300 conmmunity
members, redlly seemed to understand
fne purpose of the day and truly

Everyone the committee encountered
auring these meetings was asked to
sign the Anti-Gender-Based Violence
Pledge , which delineates the behaviors
that must cease o end the violence.
Thhe pledge was an excellent fool to
communicate the committee's vision of
a Violence-free future .

I am so proud of my town and the
planining committee for fheir support in
Pelping me plan this event. I truly feel
that my community will be a benchimark
for gender initiafives.
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STEPS For The Future

The Social Transformation and Empowerment Projects (STEPS) film collection

emerged out of a collaboration of Southern African and international filmmakers,
broadcasters, AIDS organizations and people living with HIV/AIDS who united to produce
50 high-quality, professional films. These compelling stories reveal the effect of the HIV/AIDS
pandemic on the lives of individuals, families, communities and nations. The films form part of a
media advocacy campaign which is intended to promote debate and discussion around HIV/AIDS related
topics such as disclosure, discrimination, treatment and living positively.
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Peace Corps Botswana distributes the entire STEPS collection to all interested volunteers, along with providing them
with two days of intensive training to become facilitators, able to use these films to stimulate debate and discussion
with different age groups and diverse audiences. The facilitation process is intended to equip audiences with
information and skills to empower them to make important decisions and take responsibility for their lives.
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‘ In Their Own Wordg
> SallyH. - i Skills Volunteer

]I}?m a Life Skills Volunteer at a Junior Secondary School
is school has 707 students (ges 1 10 18) in three grqdeé ®

(c::gzsss pezqgrqde). T began showing the STEPS flms to all 18
SES in January of 2013, By iy
AT Y the end of the school wear,

ry class all 15 of the short i
classes saw several of fne | ms and several
onger fims. Th
screenings in all s. This fotaled 270 fim

Because My classroom was small, 35 1o 40 students generally

?gd to sit Oh, e floor for our fim Viewings and discussions
2N we decided on actions fhey could take. I usually also '
had them do some stretc

hing, and we sang some e A
songs Which they later sang at dssembly). ducational

Te following term, I had them all
commitment paper on Ho
fAchieve Tts Goal of Zero

write a short essay or
w I Am Going o Help Potswang
New Infections by 2016 . The

. Papers were very rewarding .
n Their OWD Words NG 10 read, since the stugents .
Hollis ©. - CHT Volunieet oot oarowedte of HIV/AIDS and e waus freg
’ eI fhemselve i i =
i e Booirwa communities. = fheir familes, therr friends, and their
] Conmnunity Health Team BUnEY mﬂfg mervioers in ty vilage are o
Tama O NI

A fients come 10 see
sup-district. Over ‘SQW Every week on ARV day, Z\%‘g?ﬁfgw a mountain of
qn’nre’(rci\/lrﬂ;‘gerreﬁﬁ(mw prescripfions: ﬁ;“(ﬁé wilage center. 1 proposed
+e doctor d would pollute d in the

A : cardpod d ottles, an
buning D?QS)HC dn12&2\/ <forage room, Save e remg\\eed o nave plaged a rol

we organize e g cool Tam Horilled and o g projects. The first
future buld some;f o\F i effort: TWo successful "e%ﬂ;%dhereme and fhe

i winat came oV en-day pill organizer Qdd\'esst\gKr ctignna and adnerence:
] project was A o raunity-ade art souipture facking
s a com
second wa < created with seVen

. ton), i
: Naledi (power S o wortn of
Tre pil oraare?t m:i?mo 4 star shape and \rolds a week

e
: ourages inealtn &
I ARV potiles mG_WD fopr omote APV adnerence Qﬁd Le;?qm yent pqﬂen’rs.
g \H ?&Z ¥e exira rile when counseling S
professionals A 00 ARV ottles
roject is  Baobdd tree mode il Over ® etueen conmmunity
Tre second goéhe\o (Tree of Life). T was Corps Volunteers. Tre
Getlnare sA et workers, and Peace ot of fe Compassion
outi, local govern Tt fhe Botho Art Festival os P9 of COMPASSIoN on
project was Gedfureourqged people o moke dec\qm’;gv;shem 1o e free. Tre
enc
mox\//egxs:;‘%egfo people Iiving with HIV/AIDS ard 4 its annual art
0%

ted tne free fO . ey
Cutture \nas AceeP ; lo 10 see it every Y
¢ At ond ors will be aole Py

eparfment O (e Visit 4
Ex&:\])ﬁ af the ationd Museunn, W +riurnph of 1hese proe (8

e 't will f
e Decerrioer foros ol < will continue o create art fnar . \

itie
: ropeful fhat oMt AIDS.
deignted and 1ep’co Fink differently dpout HIV and

cnallenge peck
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PACT Clubs

Peer Approach to Counseling by Teens (PACT) is a program in schools that
strives to empower teens to make informed decisions about important issues
in their lives. In an afternoon club atmosphere, teens receive training on the
subjects of communication and sexuality and how to develop relationships
that offer dignity and respect. The objective is to give teens the confidence and
skills to talk to their peers and to adults and educators on a formal or informal
basis about the issues affecting them. Dozens of Peace Corps Volunteers use
PACT Clubs to help teach youth how to keep healthy, learn life skills, and

1k
1INYE

develop into Botswana’s leaders of tomorrow.

In Their Own Words
Sandra H. and Jorge A. - Lif Skills Volunteers

Ue were very fortunate to arrive in our vilage at the some
fime that a new praject was in fre making. We first leanned of
Iix Mogowena 206, meaning 'No new infections by 201", when
we inferviewed the Acting Chief Medical Officer at Primary
Hospitdl for our community needs assessment. When we
explained fihat we were in Botswana to nelp strengthen the
Life Skills of the youtn, fe doctor perked up. He explained fnat
e was working on a praject funded by e Ministry of Health
infended o improve the lives of unemployed and out-of-
sChool young women ages 15 1o 25.

We soon becarme partiers in the praject and conducted

fre first week-long workshop for 20 young women. The
workshops involve interactive sessions on self-esteem,

Peace Corps/Botswana 7

In Their Own Words
Alex M. - Life Skills Volunteer

All foo often, children at the Primary School level nave little

access to a proper Life Skills Education, so I worked with the

youth at our Primary School to develop fheir leadership and

peer-to-peer communication skills during my service. Wnen we

began, our meetings consisted of a handful of shy girls staring

at the floor while I lectured at them. Slowly, over the course of 1
our years together, the PACT Club grew to be a boisterous,
proud group of children from Standards 5-7. Each week we
covered topics from fhe Life Skills Manual, such as assertiveness,
communication, HIV/AIDS awareness, decision making, and

goal setting. The kids often dictated what our schedule and
lessons would be and every Wednesday morning fwo memboers
of the PACT Club faught the school at morning assemboly about
the previous week's topic. Through the inclusion of tools like a
Question Box and STEPS films, PACT members nad the space 1o
explore difficult issues that they otherwise weren't able to discuss
with many adults.

In March of 2013, Motokwe's PACT Club celebrated International

Women's Day oy creating a banner in the local language,

Sekgalahari, fhat said, As A Woman, I Have The Power To... . a
We brought in female leaders from the school and community to

celebrate being an empouwered woman by writing their answers

1o the statement on the banner. Among fhe lessons we taught

each other in PACT Club, the most notewortiny change I saw in i
the kids was a stronger sense of self-confidence and self-worth.

effective communication, asserfiveress, decision-making |
skills, relationship skills, HIV and AIDS information, preventing
unwanted pregnancies, and dlcohnol abuse prevention. For
many of these young women, it was e first fime ey had
ever fnought about their uniqueress, their self-wortn, and
treir importance. One young worman responded tnat e most
imporrtant fhing that sihe learned was *self esteem - that I
have 1o believe in myself.* Ainotirer young lady said, "I leared
that I should not let myself be forced 1o do things I do not
want 1o do." These are fne things fnat make our Peace Corps
experience so wortinwhile. We now inelp organize a monthly
community event that fre Nix Praject holds to give young
people something fo do besides go fo te bars.
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designed to encourage young women and men to become active
citizens equipped with the skills they need to succeed in today’s
world. While each camp reflects the unique characteristics and
diversity of the local community, all share similar principles and
themes: promoting gender equality, developing leadership skills,
improving self-esteem, increasing knowledge of health issues,
and supporting aspirations and career goals. This is done while
promoting volunteerism and the belief that each young person
can make a difference in his or her community and by offering
adolescents self-development opportunities in a fun and friendly
atmosphere.

In Botswana, these multi-day GLOW camps are held for girls,
boys, and sometimes girls and boys together. In addition to the
global principles and themes, GLOW camps in Botswana place
heavy emphasis on adolescent sexual and reproductive health,
HIV awareness and prevention, and substance abuse prevention.
In 2013, 52 Volunteers held 9 GLOW camps for 361 youth.
Many of these camps have been funded with local resources and
have had increasing participation of local service providers and
stakeholders.
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Girls/Guys Leading Our World (GLOW) Camps
Camp GLOW (Girls/Guys Leading Our World) is a model of camp
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In Their Own Words
Kate S. - Life Skills Volunteer

July 20th was Trtennational Day of Friendship. To w&n;
e occasion, seven volunteers from the Kuenens e
Pegion put on a GLAW camp fnat centered on 1‘he_ trerel
of friendsinip. For five dags, firfy-two boys and airls "
ave vilages came togefiner to learn doout The meg?gfs .
friendsinip, now to e a cood friend, yornantic reia b

and winat it fakes 1o remain friends forever.

nese ¢ various Life
tonics were explored tnrouah e use o :
Ckills QCﬁ‘\)/lﬂes. Cessions focused on leadership,volunteerism,

peer pressure, Jecision-making, alconal, positive freatrent

of anirmals, gender roles, <elf-auareness, goal setting, self-
esteem, puoerty, sex, and HIV/AIDS.

aboration of te PCVs and the

Tie carmp was a colk '
District Multi-ectoral AIDS Committee and was funded

oy tie District AIDS Coordinator office and tre r\’ﬁi\nis,’rr;%e
of Education and Skils Development (NOESD) finrougn

aconal levy.

While fne youth berefited from e infom’non prﬁ\/‘(ged
and fre new skills learned, if was also evident tha 2
camp nad an irporfant role in now fire % r}ro;)(ae .

af yelationships and 'now tey are formed. frese.
dildren needed more thain anything wWas suppor)r o
positive influence in treir ives - someone ’ro'hjm (o) )
Fings et rougn. These GLOW camps provide W\fdpe
wenue for fhis sort of connection to occur. The Kids

ionally,
friends finey con count on. ﬂddl’ﬂqm
e Ino they can fum 1o in fieir own

iidren also learn w ‘ .
mes For exarmple, the Healfn Education F\sas’rq:n’r.
urses, and gouth officers. Witnessing e children develop

fhese imporfant relationsnips nokes me ;onﬁde?g;\*i}rn »
work fouards equipping te new gererations O gl
with #ne skills 1o live \nealtiny ives, overconme \Narasnips, b
Uttinnately, move towards sustaindole change.
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\\ Spotlight on Capacity Building |

In Their Own Words
Brandon L. - LGCB Volunteer

During my first montn at site, T uas token fo an area of Letinakeing by my counterpart. I saw
3000 people living in an area with only 2 water pipes and no toilets. Tie local chief told me
about childeen dying from diarrnea. In a country that Inas overcome issues with motner-to-
child fransmission because of fine Government's effective PMTCT program, it is Ineartbredking
to lose a child due to such a preventable ilness. I am proud o say in fwo years we were dole
1o build 70 pit latrines for the community. T was truly a community effort: A grant was co-
written by fhree government offices, the archifect's office designed low cost, uet permarent/
ecosafe latrines, a local contractor buil the foilets at a much reduced cost, fne beneficiaries
chipped in and dug tire pits for te latrines tremselves, and much of tne funding came from
the locdl diamond mire. Tie best part was that affer bringing dozens of government workers
and businesses to Metsicela, several new prajects, such ds incorme-generating and garden and
Ihousing prajects, starfed fo arrive for the area.

In Their Own Words
Lindsey F. - NGO Volunteer

Wren Thuso Renabilitation Centre in Maun was given the op i i ;
i portunity to nost the L ;
2013 Norfinwest Regional Special Qlympics, I was dble 10 take on Hre role of event J‘n:‘:! SWANAT : ‘

coordinator, working closely with fine Pegional Committee on planining and executi ‘
<ing: ing this

even+ ﬂme Relndbilitation Centre provides care, treatment, and support for people with

disdbilities, roking it o perfect ft to Inost this event. Gix schools were represented and 12

athletes, all with infellectual disabilities, competed in various atiletics competitions at
Maun Sports Complex. R

Ten qigni’rqries attended, including tre chief and a Mermber of Parliament. Donations were
proylded by local businesses and tre day included a Healtn Expo for service providers
to disseminate information about avaidble services. I was Joined by eleven Peace Corps

Volunteers, wiho gave HIV and AIDS nedltn talks, and faught yoga, as well as assisted
Quring tre races.

The athletes were so excited to be part of tre event. After each race they were greeteq
with a hug, hign five, aind congratulations. The exciterment in treir eyes and the smiles on
treir faces made every ache in my body worth it. Each received a prize for competing,
which included a tooth brush, wasicloth, bar of soap, and ofiner small nugiene items.
This continued our promotion of heattny living aind hygiene.

Bg fire end of the two days, T was exinausted and overwhelmed, but T also could not
wipe the smile off my face. The time that I spent with the Special Qympics of Botswana,
and especidlly tre athletes and coaches who parficipated, will forever be in my heart.

a Peace Corps Volunteer initiative.

(Molepolole, Botswana 2005-2007)

Skills Volunteer for HIV prevention.

(Mmathethe, Botswana 2011-2013)

for HIV/AIDS prevention, care and support.

(New Xade and Gaborone, Botswana, 2006-2009)

(Maun, Botswana 2012-2014)
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Mosadi mogolo from Nkange attempts a penalty shot against Zebra's
A goalkeeper Kagiso Tshelametse. Footballers from the Botswana

national team traveled to rural villages to bolster HIV education

and testing efforts. The project -- Zebras for Life, Test for Life --was

Photo submitted by: Peace Corps Volunteer Brian Awsumb

-B Month of Youth Against AIDS Event in Mmathethe coordinated by
youth and Peace Corps Volunteer Lynn Deutsch. Lynn worked in
schools in Mmathethe in southeast Botswana for two years as a Life

Photo submitted by: Peace Corps Volunteer Lynn Deutsch

C Peace Corps Volunteer Ed Pettitt at play with kids in New Xade, a
San village deep in the Kalahari Desert of western Botswana. Ed
worked in New Xade for two years as a community capacity builder

Photo submitted by: Peace Corps Volunteer Ed Pettitt

Condom distribution project with taxi drivers in Maun coordinated

D by Peace Corps Volunteer Trevor E. Trevor is working to build the

~ organizational capacity of NGOs delivering HIV programs and
services in the Maun area of northwestern Botswana.

Photo submitted by: Peace Corps Volunteer, Trevor F




Peace Corps is grateful to its many Botswana government partners
and others who support the Volunteers and our project goals and
implementation.VVe certainly could not exist without you.

2012 Partners

National AIDS Coordinating Agency (NACA)

Village of Serowe for hosting Pre-Service Training and to all of the homestay
families for taking in Volunteers

Ministry of Education and Skills Development

22 Volunteers with Primary Schools

23 Volunteers with Community Junior Secondary Schools
3 Volunteers with Community Senior Secondary Schools
| Volunteer with a Teacher’s College

Serowe College of Education and the Education Centre of Serowe for the use
of classroom and training facilities during Pre-Service Training

Non-Governmental and Community-Based Organizations

34 NGO and CBOs have Volunteers placed either full-time or part-time with them,
such as, but not limited to: Bakgatla Bolokang Matshelo, BAPR, Botswana National
Youth Council, Botswana Family Welfare Association, Botswana Retired Nurses
Association, Gabane Home Based Care, House of Hope, Humana People to
People, Leretlhabetse Support Group, Mpule Kwelagobe Children’s Centre,
Pabalelo Trust, Sekgele Training Society, Stepping Stones International, Thuso
Rehabilitation Centre, Top Banana, YWCA, Kagisano Society WWoman's Shelter

Ministry of Health
28  Volunteers with Clinics
5 Volunteers with District Health Management Teams

Ministry of Local Government: Departments of Primary Health Care Services
and Social Services

|5 Volunteers with District AIDS Coordinator Offices

2 Volunteers with Social and Community Development Offices

4 Volunteers with combined assignments (DAC and S&CD)

B ® @

MINISTRY »» HEALTH Niwd e Bolotse

' Ministries of Local Government and
Education and Skills Development
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